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1 . MEA COMMISSIONER GARBA CALLED ME IN TODAY TO DISCUSS OBASANJO 
VISIT. HE SAID OBASANJO WAS WILLING TO ACCEDE TO THE WISH OF THE 
WHITE HOUSE AND TO MOVE HIS WASHINGTON VISIT FORWARD TO OCTOBER 
1 1-12, WITH NEW YORK ACTIVITIES TO FOLLOW WASHINGTON PROGRAM. 

GARBA WAS ANXIOUS, HOWEVER, TO CLARIFY THE TIMING OF OBASANJO’S 
ARRIVAL IN WASHINGTON AS WELL AS THE IMPLICATIONS WHICH THE 
ARRIVAL TIME WOULD HAVE ON THE PROTOCOL OF HIS RECEPTION. HE 
COMMENTED THAT THE NIGERIAN PEOPLE WOULD NOT FIND IT AS WASY 

AS THE FMG TO UNDERSTAND THE VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES AND THAT 
IT IS THEREFORE ESSENTIAL TO DEMONSTRATE HIGHT LEVEL ATTENTION TO 
OBASANJO AT THE TIME OF HIS ARRIVAL, PARTICULARLY SINCE NEWSMEN 
WOULD BE PRESENT AS WELL AS LARGE NIGERIAN CONTINGENT IN 
WASHINGTON. 

2. GARBA OBSERVED THAT OBASANJO COULD ARRIVE IN WASHINGTON 
MID-AFTERNOON OCTOBER 10 AFTER A DIRECT FLIGHT FROM LAGOS BUT 
THAT NIGERIANS WOULD THEN NOT UNDERSTAND IT IF THERE WERE NO 
PROGRAM FOR HIM THAT DAY. HE ADMITTED, HOWEVER, THAT OBASANJO 
MIGHT BE SOMEWHAT FATIGUED ON ARRIVAL AND MIGHT NOT WISH TO 
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PLUNGE IMMEDIATELY INTO HIS PROGRAM. I SUGGESTED THAT OBASANJO 
COULD ARRIVE LATE ENOUGH IN THE EVENING SO THAT ANY PROGRAM 
WOULD CLEARLY BE OUT OT THE QUESTION, AND THEN HAVE A GOOD 
NIGHT'S SLEEP BEFORE STARTING HIS PROGRAM NEXT MORNING. GARBA 
LIKED THIS IDEA BUT STILT. THOUGHT IT WOULD BE ESSENTIAL FOR SAK 
OF APPEARANCES THAT OBASANJO BE MET BY A VERY HIGH RANKING 
OFFICIAL. HE MENTIONED THE SECRETARY IN THIS REGARD. 
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3. WE ALSO DISCUSSED POSSIBILITY THAT OBASANIO OVERNIGHT 
ELSEWHERE IN THE UNITED STATES AND ARRIVE IN WASINGTON THE 
MORNING OF THE 1 1TH. GARBA THOUGHT IT WOULD BE RATHER AWKWARD 
TO OVERNIGHT IN NEW YORK AND THEN RETURN LATER TO NEW YORK FOR 
THE ACTIVITES THERE. HE SAW NO OBJECTIONS TO OVERNIGHTING IN 
PHILADELPHIA BUT WONDERED IN THAT CASE IF THE STATE GOVERNOR, 

OR AT LEAST THE MAYOR, WOULD WELCOME OBASANJO AT THE AIRPORT. 

4. I TOLD GARBA THAT I WOULD REPORT OUR DISCUSSION TO THE 
DEPARTMENT AND WOULD ENDEAVOR TO COME BACK TO HIM SOON WITH A 

SPECIFIC PROPOSAL. HE WILL IN THE MEANTIME DISCUSS THE 
VARIOUS ALTERNATIVES WITH OBASANJO. 

5. PLEASE ADVISE SOONEST. 

WYMAN 
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